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Socioeconomic Status Scale for Farmers of Bihar and Jharkhand

Period of development: 2017 - 2022
Developers:

VK Yadav, Ujjwal Kumar, RC Bharti, Pankaj Kumar, RK Raman
Background:

Implementation of Rural development programs, extension projects, etc. are generally
based on socioeconomic status (SES) of farmers determined through SES scale developed
by Pareek and Trivedi (1964), Prasad (1961) and Kuppuswamy scale (1981). These scales do
not include latest socio-economic parameters like mobile, internet, social mobility, social
security, etc. Besides this, earlier scales were developed in particular areas and there is
scope for development of SES scale in eastern India, as India is culturally and socially very
diverse. Income level of farmers is also changing very rapidly which is major parameter of
their socioeconomic status. Therefore, there is need of new scale for measuring Socio-
economic status of farmers in Bihar and Jharkhand.

Assessing socio-economic status of farmers
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Description of the technology:

Socioeconomic status (SES) is one of the prime factors influencing the health status of a
nation. It is the measure of the social standing of the individual or a family and has a wide
impact on an individual/family’s health, educational attainment, diet, lifestyle, etc., A
socio-economic scale has been developed which contains 10 factors and 17 variables to
assess socioeconomic status of farmers from Bihar and Jharkhand. However, it may be used
for assessing SES of farmers from other states also with suitable modifications. The
Maheshwari-Kumar-Jhamtani-Bhaskaran-Dandapani multidimensional scaling method
was used to develop a socio-economic status (SES) scale for farmers in Bihar and Jharkhand.
Data from 100 farmers, expert opinions, and literature review led to the identification of 181
SES variables, of which 127 were selected using Trivedi criteria and 64 through a relevancy
test. A schedule with these 64 variables was used to collect data from 492 farmers across
districts. Factor analysis identified 10 factors explaining 93% variance, with 17 key variables
weighted by beta values. The final SES scale had a reliability coefficient of 0.97, and Known
Group Technique confirmed its validity.

Commercial potential:

The technology can be offered through consultancy services, licensed, or outsourced to the
Students, State Agricultural Department, development agencies, FPOs, NGOs, and
farmers’ groups.

Impact:

SES scale is being used in assessing socio-economic status of farmers by social researchers.
Agro-ecoregion suitability:

Bihar and Jharkhand and other states having same Socioeconomic level
Reference:

Annual Report, ICAR-RCER, Patna
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